
October 30, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker of the House Minority Leader
H-232, The Capitol H-204, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson and Minority Leader Jeffries:

We respectfully request that you extend a formal invitation to His Holiness Pope Leo XIV to 
address a Joint Session of Congress during the beginning of the 120th Congress.
  
The election of Pope Leo XIV serves as a sign of great pride for millions of Americans. As the 
first ever American-born Pope, his unique perspective, and ties to our country, would serve as 
a unifying force for members of Congress. Following a divisive election, Pope Leo’s unifying 
message of service, compassion for fellow mankind, and the importance of human dignity would
be especially timely.
 
His visit would offer a much-needed outlook as we navigate complex foreign and domestic 
issues. Given the undeniable historical significance and cultural impact of Pope Francis’s address
to Congress in 2015, we urge you to work to schedule a joint address as soon as possible in the 
beginning of the 120th Congress with the first American-born Pope.
 
Thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress



Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Carlos A. Gimenez
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Michael A. Rulli
Member of Congress

Laura A. Gillen
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Riley M. Moore
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress



Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Charles J. "Chuck" 
Fleischmann
Member of Congress

Mike Kelly
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

French Hill
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Stephanie Bice
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress

Bryan Steil
Member of Congress



Ben Cline
Member of Congress

Michael Baumgartner
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress



Mariannette J. Miller-Meeks, 
M.D.
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress

Sam T. Liccardo
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Rob Bresnahan, Jr.
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress



Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Nick LaLota
Member of Congress

Kimberlyn King-Hinds
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress



Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

James C. Moylan
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Nicole Malliotakis
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Jefferson Shreve
Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Frank J. Mrvan
Member of Congress



Scott Fitzgerald
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

Mike Flood
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Mark B. Messmer
Member of Congress

Eugene Simon Vindman
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress



Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Jen A. Kiggans
Member of Congress

John H. Rutherford
Member of Congress


