Congress of the United States

Washington, BDC 20510

October 30, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker of the House Minority Leader

H-232, The Capitol H-204, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson and Minority Leader Jeftries:

We respectfully request that you extend a formal invitation to His Holiness Pope Leo XIV to
address a Joint Session of Congress during the beginning of the 120™ Congress.

The election of Pope Leo XIV serves as a sign of great pride for millions of Americans. As the
first ever American-born Pope, his unique perspective, and ties to our country, would serve as

a unifying force for members of Congress. Following a divisive election, Pope Leo’s unifying
message of service, compassion for fellow mankind, and the importance of human dignity would
be especially timely.

His visit would offer a much-needed outlook as we navigate complex foreign and domestic
issues. Given the undeniable historical significance and cultural impact of Pope Francis’s address
to Congress in 2015, we urge you to work to schedule a joint address as soon as possible in the
beginning of the 120™ Congress with the first American-born Pope.

Thank you for considering this request.
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