
June 16, 2026

The Honorable Brooke Rollins
Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins:

We write to request that you immediately authorize the release of $32.2 million from the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) to address the time-sensitive threat posed to the wine, 
winegrape, and table grape industries from Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter (GWSS) and associated
Pierce's Disease (PD). GWSS is a serious pest that feeds on grapevines and is a vector for PD, an
incurable disease which kills grapevines by clogging their water-conducting vessels.

On May 19th, staff from the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) and Fresno 
County agricultural commissioner’s office identified nursery stock infested with GWSS that was 
distributed to Costco locations in Alameda, Butte, Contra Costa, Humboldt, Kings, Marin, 
Mendocino, Merced, Monterey, Napa, Placer, Sacramento, San Joaquin, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, Shasta, Solano, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Tulare, Yolo, and Yuba Counties.  The vines 
were sold to customers across the state and are now believed to have been transported to 
residential homes in at least 38 counties. The movement of infested nursery stock into and near 
key grape-producing regions, including areas critical to California’s winegrape and fresh table 
grape production, significantly elevates the urgency of this response.

According to the Wine Institute, the California wine industry supports 1.1 million jobs across the
country and has an economic impact of $170.5 billion. Meanwhile, California produces 99% of 
the table grapes grown in the United States, and the California Table Grape Commission 
estimates that California table grapes have a crop value of $2.59 billion. This pest and its 
associated disease pose a potentially catastrophic threat to these industries. If left unchecked, 
CDFA estimates that losses associated with PD/GWSS could eclipse $104 million annually.    

Federal law (7 USC 7772) authorizes you to transfer funds from the CCC “in connection with an 
emergency in which a plant pest or noxious weed threatens any segment of the agricultural 
production.” Given the breadth and scope of the outbreak we face today, we believe the 
necessary conditions have been met, and we therefore ask that you authorize a transfer without 
delay.

Industry and staff from CDFA estimate the following costs will be required to address this 
situation:

 There is an immediate need for an additional $3.2 million by June 30 to pay for 
emergency operations, including tracing, surveying and trapping.



 There is an expected need to implement an ongoing trapping and survey program for the 
next three years, which will cost approximately $5 million per year for three years ($15 
million)

 When GWSS becomes more prevalent, as we fear it will, it is expected to cost an 
additional $3.5 million per year for four years for eradication. ($14 million)

It is important to note that the industry has not left the cost of PD/GWSS entirely up to the 
federal government. For the last 25 years, winegrape growers have assessed themselves to fund 
research and mitigation. Just last year, growers again approved a fee of $1.25 per $1,000 of grape
value, which will be in place until 2030. Over time, growers have contributed more than $62 
million to support the federal and state investments.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. The wine, winegrape, and table grape industries are a
highlight of American agriculture, and your support during this challenging time will ensure U.S.
wine and table grapes can continue to compete in the global market.

Sincerely,

Alex Padilla
United States Senator

Adam B. Schiff
United States Senator

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress

Vince Fong
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D.
Member of Congress



Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress
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