Congress of the United States

Washington, BC 20510

September 19, 2023

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker of the House

H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker McCarthy,

Last month members of the Gun Violence Prevention Task Force initiated a standing request for
House Republican leadership to bring gun violence prevention legislation to the floor and to
work with us Democrats to address the gun violence crisis. We specifically asked that if the floor
schedule falls apart, that we be afforded the opportunity to use that time to pass legislation which
would reduce gun deaths.

Instead of taking action to reduce gun violence and save lives, it is outrageous that Republican
leadership has chosen to waste valuable floor time as we approach a looming deadline to fund
the government with a non-binding resolution criticizing a state’s temporary emergency action to
address the gun violence crisis.

The gun violence crisis is not going away, and neither are we. Phony political posturing by
Republican leadership will do nothing to change the fact that GUN VIOLENCE IS THE
LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FOR CHILDREN IN AMERICA. House Republican
leadership should either take meaningful action to stop gun violence or make way for someone
who will.

Gun violence is not inevitable, it is a choice. That is why House Democrats and the Gun
Violence Protection Task Force have introduced dozens of bills, which if enacted, would save
thousands of lives every year. We have also filed four discharge petitions on gun violence bills,
each supported by a majority of Americans, in an attempt to overcome Congressional inaction in
this area.

Instead of wasting time on a non-binding resolution attacking a governor, House Republican
leadership should get to work fixing the Republican government funding proposal which would
slash funding for federal law enforcement critical to the fight against gun violence. Specifically,
the Republican proposed cuts to the FBI, ATF and gun violence research move our country in
the wrong direction and make us less safe.

We again call on House Republican leadership to put gun violence prevention bills on the floor
and stop wasting precious time which should be used to protect our kids and fight gun violence.
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