Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

March 8, 2024

Honorable Debbie Stabenow Honorable John Boozman

Chairwoman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry Forestry

328A Russell Senate Office Building 328A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Honorable GT Thompson Honorable David Scott

Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Agriculture House Committee on Agriculture

1301 Longworth House Office Building 1010 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Boozman, Chairman Thompson, Ranking Member Scott:

As members of the California Congressional Delegation, we are bringing to your attention the impacts and
sizable losses felt by California’s agricultural producers and communities throughout 2023 due to relentless
natural disasters. We strongly urge that the upcoming Farm Bill include permanent disaster assistance to give
growers the timely assistance they need to recover from natural disasters.

California accounts for 12.5 percent of the nation’s agricultural production and over 60 percent of the national
value of fruit and nut crops in the United States. By itself, it is the 5th largest supplier of food in the world.
When natural disasters impact California farms, the impact is felt far beyond the state.

During 2023, producers throughout California faced severe and unprecedented weather events. From multiple
atmospheric rivers after years of historic drought and the impacts of Hurricane Hilary, it is estimated that the
state has been hit with a staggering $2.4 billion in agricultural damages and losses.

While Congress continues to work towards a disaster relief package that adequately addresses these concerns in
the near term, our constituents need us to address the current implementation challenges producers are facing
with the Emergency Relief Program going forward. It is critical that the Farm Bill creates a consistent and
standing framework for the Emergency Relief Program rather than the current year-to-year ad hoc program
which causes confusion and delays in implementation.

That is why we respectfully ask that the Agricultural Emergency Relief Act introduced by the late Senator
Feinstein, Senator Padilla, and Representatives LaMalfa and Thompson, which authorizes a permanent

Emergency Relief Program structure, be included in this year’s Farm Bill.

Sincerely,



Alex Padilla
United States Senator

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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Katie Porter
Member of Congress
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Barbara Lee
Member of Congress
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United States Senator
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Ken Calvert
Member of Congress
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Tutta Brown\ley
Member of Congress
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Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress
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¥ Luis Correa
Member of Congress
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Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress
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{ofin Garamendi
Member of Congress
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Josh Harder
Member of Congress
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Jim Costa
Member of Congress
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John S. Duarte
Member of Congress
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Robert Garcia
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress



Zocl Lofgren ’

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Mark Takano
Member of Congress
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Mike Levin
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress




