Conqress of the United States
tWHashington, BL 203510

September 26, 2025

The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jefftries
Speaker Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Majority Leader Thune, Minority Leader Schumer, Speaker Johnson, and Minority Leader
Jeffries:

Expanded Medicare coverage for telehealth services is set to expire on September 30, 2025. As
you work toward an appropriations package, we urge an inclusion of an extension of the
Medicare telehealth flexibilities for as long as possible to ensure that all Medicare beneficiaries
do not lose access to these critical services.

Telehealth plays a critical role in health care delivery — a fact that Congress has recognized by
expanding coverage during and after the COVID-19 public health emergency. Most recently, in
the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 2025, Congress enacted a six-
month extension of Medicare telehealth services coverage. Committees of jurisdiction in the
House of Representatives had previously recognized the need to protect patients’ access to
telehealth services by voting to advance an additional two-year extension on a bipartisan,
unanimous basis.

As you consider next steps, we urge you to prioritize provisions that:

¢ Permanently remove geographic restrictions on telehealth services and allow the home
and other clinically appropriate sites as originating locations.

* Expand the list of eligible practitioners who may furnish telehealth services.

* Recognize federally qualified health centers and rural health clinics as telehealth
distant site providers.

e Allow telehealth use in hospice recertifications.

¢ Permanently repeal the six-month in-person visit requirement for telemental health
services and reject similar restrictions that create unnecessary barriers to care.

¢ Extend audio-only flexibilities for telehealth services.



Telehealth provides essential access to care and improves outcomes, including reduced
emergency department utilization and improved medication adherence.' Medicare beneficiaries
have come to rely on expanded access to telehealth services and are satisfied with the care they
receive.” While there is overwhelming support for Congress to enact permanent telehealth
legislation, we must provide patients and clinicians with long-term certainty to support continued
investment in technology and clinical models to meet the evolving health care needs of Medicare
beneficiaries. We appreciate your collaboration and leadership on this issue and look forward to
working with you to ensure access to telehealth services is retained past September 30.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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